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Foreword

Still or Sparkling explores the notion of intellectual, emotional and
spiritual reflection. By drawing on the ethereal properties of water and
illustrating its varying characteristics, a deeper understanding of one’s
individual perception and response to the exhibited artworks is sought.

The delicate nature of the element and its purifying characteristics
resonate in both the romantic photography works by Noguchi Rika and
the ephemeral sculptural pieces by Henry Krokatsis. Water’s playfulness
is found in the installation work by Kyung Woo Han, and its rhythmic
quality is explored in Hyo Myoung Kim'’s digitally altered images.
Sculptures by Mike Calway-Fagen, require attention to detail in order to
link the used materials to his conceptual discipline - suggesting water’s
ability to splash a wave of sharp awakening, both physical and mental.

| hope the exhibition will be both insightful and inspiring for you to build
on the emotional discoveries made from Fired Up and Down To Earth.

Mila Askarova

CEO & Founder
Gazelli Art House
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The Classical Elements

Still or Sparkling

We all know that oil — “black gold” - is a fuel for culture and conflict.
Yet earth’s more precious fluid is often taken for granted. “Still or
Sparkling” intends to correct that imbalance.

As artist Hyo Myoung Kim reminds us, water is “the destroyer
and creator at the same time. It can be the smallest or the largest
thing in this world. It exists in many different states and shapes
depending on the natural circumstances.” For the South Korean-born,
London-based artist, natural bodies of water are the transformative
core of the evocative light and sound-sensitive chromo-photographic
works and digital appropriations that “Still or Sparkling” presents.

Kim’s art, like the accompanying work by Mike Calway-Fagen,
Kyung Woo Han, Henry Krokatsis and Noguchi Rika does not engage
water’s symbolic, practical, or psychological significance directly.
Han says “ (I)never used water in my work ‘Green House'. It is just
paint and furniture hanging from the ceiling. It was viewers choice
to read reflection of the water in my work. ” Yet, this installation
shares the element’s essence, a quality that fellow artist Calway-
Fagen describes as “Myth - perceptual, historical, fact vs. fiction,
fantasy, immortal landscape, and suspended reanimation.”

Framed by his eloquent description of water, Kim’s work
captures the power of the element itself. Perhaps best summed
up by the adjective “fluid,” it suggests a profoundly flexible force,
water’s range of attributes from gentle to apocalyptic, banal to
sublime and soothing to annihilative. For Mike Calway-Fagen, water
evokes a complicated emotional range.

“l have an innate fear and devout respect for a place | find | am
the least adapted to,” he says. “Thalassophobia is an intense fear
of the ocean. To look at this phobia more critically one sees it to
mean fear in the absence of control. The loss of control lies in the
inevitability of Death - something solely responsible for itself.”

Of course, on purely prosaic levels water is more life-giving than
threatening. Physically, water is essential for every individual. It is
common knowledge that more than 60% of the human body is water-
based. Water is a unifying element in almost every significant part
of our bodies - every living cell needs water to survive. Our need
for water is second only to our need for oxygen.

This universal and human relationship with water is timeless and
unwavering, but it is also fragile. Clean and accessible drinking
water has been declared a fundamental human right by the United
Nations, but many countries remain in desperate need of it. The gap
between countries where water is safe and free and others without
access to clean drinking water is one of today’s most harrowing
global inequalities.
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However, water’s significance traces back from contemporary
concerns to the dawn of society. Water is one of the classical
elements in ancient Greek philosophy. Water was one of the four
fundamental elements that Empedocles of Acragas defined prior
to Plato. Plato poetically ascribed water as the element with the
Platonic solid, icosahedron, because of water’s ability to flow from
the hand like minute balls. Although it flows and forms freely,
Aristotle perceived water as a binding element between air and
earth. |t remains a vital link between contradictory forces, urges
and environmental concerns.

In addition to water’s vitality as a classical element, its role in
geopolitics and its physical contribution to our bodies, water is also
a vital element of our psychological well-being and sense of faith.
Water serves as an inspirational site for social exchanges and cultural
bonding. This aspect of water is beautifully addressed in Japanese
photographer Noguchi Rika’s striking 2001-2 series of images,
‘Around the World Below Zero #1”. They document the Liminghui,

a team of older men and women whose collective swimming in
freezing conditions in Beijing connects them through intense
physical sensations and shared courage. Conquering their fear of
the freezing water enables them to confront death itself, as Rika’s
images delicately celebrate. In his profile of Rika for Phaidon Press’s
prestigious Vitamin Ph volume, critic Tetsuya Ozaki captures the spirit
that animates Noguchi’s photographs, “Noguchi is an adventurer.”

From our private emotional lives, water summons up primal
memories or fears within our most essential selves. According to
Henry David Thoreau, “A lake is the landscape’s most beautiful and
expressive feature. It is earth’s eye; looking into which the beholder
measures the depth of his own nature.” Recognizing that water can
open a vital passage into ourselves, Kyung Woo Han’s 2009
disarming “Green House” installation incorporates white geometric
furniture, wire and paint into a fairy-tale image of repression and
relief. Through a masterful use of mirrors and paint, he creates the
impression that household objects are floating in minty green fluid.
The results are ethereal and eerie. What the items drowning in crisp,
chlorine-bright water are meant to imply is left unspecified by the
Korean-based artist, but his vision taps into the ever-present trope
of suburban dystopia.

The most soothing collection of water in our homes is a hot bath.
As a moment of quiet private ritual, baths may be taken for granted
in today’s hectic culture but their significance is timeless. While the
bath’s warmth relaxes the body, and imparts feelings of security and
calm, the bath brings us closely back to the womb.
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lts amniotic comfort transforms quotidian water into a source of prof-
ound relief and revival.

Of course, baths are also cleansing. Their hygienic properties
become metaphors for spiritual purity and rejuvenation. A dousing
or full immersion in water during Baptism signifies a person’s rebirth,
washed clean of prior sin and ready to begin life afresh. For similar
reasons, Jewish orthodox women immerse themselves in a ritual Mikvah
bath when they are menstruating. Seeking purification in flowing water
is a widespread theme in Eastern religions. But this metaphoric
significance can sometimes clash with practical realities. Hindus, for
example, seek religious renewal by bathing in the Ganges River, despite
the potentially toxic level of pollution in its current waters.

Even in a secular sense, water can stimulate an enlightened awar-
eness of man's relationship with nature. Explaining that “Water in the
American South, specifically Tennessee where | grew up, marks the
landscape in tangled lines that support the luscious landscape instilling
an inescapable love for the land, a susceptibility to myth, and a
unwavering willingness to romanticize,” Calway-Fagen distills this
sensibility into his witty, wondrous work. For “Still and Sparkling,”
he presents a series of shadowy replicas of objects he found near
Belgrave Square. These varied and haunting objects will change over
time, conveying Calway-Fagen'’s belief that water inherently “shifts,
forms eddies, currents, follows gravity, bubbling up-swells from high
springs eventually funneling to vast oceans.”

Particularly before travel through space was conceived, water'’s
shore-line signified the boundary where human habitation ended; a place
where one’s life came up against potentially hostile elements, often with
tragic results. Oceans marked the beginning of unknown and untamable
territory. In that regard, water also served as a source of nightmares.
As Calway-Fagen articulates, “It is also important to note that below
certain depths light does not penetrate. The binary relationship of light/
dark is a motif that consistently influences and is inscribed on my work.
It is light-life/ dark-death.” Confronted with a body of water’s disinterest
in our needs and aspirations, we are poignantly impressed with our own
human fragility and insignificance. As Wordsworth observed, “A lake
carries you into recesses of feeling otherwise impenetrable.”

Yet when we run a glass under the tap, these considerations don’t
often intrude on the pleasure of slaking our thirst. A primal responsibility
of exhibits such as “Still or Sparkling” is to remind us of them.

“l think using a metaphor needs to be a conscious decision - to
employ the known to explain the unknown,” explains artist Henry
Krokatsis. “| haven’t used water in this way before. However, | have
a Taoist practice with two branches, a fire method and a water method.
Water is the one that suits me. The work is about a liquefying and
reconfiguration of material, this | guess would hold a water metaphor
as would the sense that the work privileges impermanence.”

INTRODUCTION 44

Krokatsis uses fire in his work to create disarming smoke paintings.
The British-born artist uses smoke because he is “attracted to
bankrupt materials and how they offer themselves for manipulation.
There’s not much that has less value than the smoke from burning
rags.” Like Kim, he describes his feeling when viewing natural water
as sheer “awe” - an emotion that gradually builds in viewers as then
encounter and engage with the uncanny sculptures he creates from
found wood, broken glass and wax. While Krokatsis works do not
expressly incorporate water themes or use water as a medium in the
show, his art nevertheless reflects the transformative, rejuvenating
and mysterious qualities of water.

“Water, water everywhere/ and all the boards did shrink/ water,
water everywhere, nor any drop to drink,” wailed Coleridge’s
tormented Ancient Mariner. “Still or Sparkling” summons forth the
same emotional intensity of the human spirit adrift upon the nurturing,
combative, annihilating and transformative medium that is water.

Ana Finel Honigman

Ana is a writer, curator and art historian based in Berlin
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Mike Calway-Fagen
The Progression of Regression, 2010
Taxidermied German Shepherd, old wolf pelt

185 x 125 x 107cm

MIKE CALWAY-FAGEN
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Mike Calway-Fagen
About Which Nothing is Known, 2010
Wood, grocery cart, speaker, electronics, bass sounds

125 x 61 x 107cm
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Kyung Woo Han
Green House, 2009
Furniture, paint and fishing wire

Dimensions variable
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Hyo Myoung Kim
Untitled - following no. 2, 2010
Digital Lamda c-type print

150 x 100cm

Hyo Myoung Kim
Collective C, 2011
Digital Lamda C-type print

150 x 150cm
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Henry Krokatsis
Chandelier Nossa Senhora do Monte Serrat, 2008
Smoke from votive candles on paper

285 (variable) x 150cm

&

Henry Krokatsis
Leaded Light, 2008
Found glass and lead

300 x 200cm
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Noguchi Rika
| Dreamt of Flying2 #6, 2009
C-print

125 x 187.5cm

Noguchi Rika
Marabu#3, 2007
C-print

50 x 75¢cm
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